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Ministry of Railways Celebrates International
Women's Day at Rail Bhawan with Awards
and Health Check-up Camp

Source/RSB- The Ministry of Railways marked International Women's Day with a
special celebration at Vichar (Conference Hall) in Rail Bhawan, New Delhi, bringing
together around 350 women officials to acknowledge the achievements of women
employees and reinforce the commitment to gender equality within the organisation.
The event was presided over by Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Railway Board,
Shri Satish Kumar as the Chief Guest, while Member (Finance), Railway Board, Ms.
Manjusha Jain attended as the Guest of Honor. The programme featured several
activities aimed at promoting women's empowerment and engagement, including a
skit, health talk, yoga demonstration, dance and song performances, quizzes and fun
games.

During the function, Merit Certificates and Cash Awards were presented to women
employees who excelled in competitions organised earlier on 26 February 2026. In
the Essay Competition, the first prize was awarded to Ms. Alice R. Tirkey, Director; the
second prize went to Ms. Sunita Swami, Assistant Section Officer; and the third prize
was secured by Ms. Rashmi Saini, Stenographer.

In the Pot Decoration Competition, Ms. Khushboo Varshney, Personal Assistant, won
the first prize, while the second prize was awarded to Ms. Neetu Verma, Personal
Assistant, and the third prize went to Ms. Harshita Singh, Personal Assistant. Awards
for Best Sports Women were also announced. The first prize was presented to Ms.
Bidhisha Bhattacharjee, Statistical Inspector, followed by Ms. Deepa Arora, Private
Secretary, who received the second prize, and Ms. Chanchal Rani, Junior Secretariat
Assistant, who secured the third prize. In the Best Cultural Artists category, the first
prize was awarded to Ms. Shivangi Tomar, Stenographer. The second prize was
shared by Ms. J. Nirupama, Principal Staff Officer; Ms. G. Vijaya Lakshmi, Principal
Private Secretary; and Ms. Nidhi Chauhan, Personal Assistant. The third prize was
awarded to Ms. Neha Mann, Section Officer.

As part of the International Women's Day initiatives, a special health check-up camp
was organised on 9 March 2026 exclusively for women officials of the Railway
Board's office in collaboration with Northern Railway Central Hospital. The health
camp witnessed participation from 116 women employees who availed themselves of
the medical facilities provided during the programme.

DFCCIL Celebrates International Women's Day
2026 with Women Employees at Corporate folce

Source/RSB- DFCCIL:
celebrated International :
Women's Day 2026 with
its women employees at
the Corporate Dfﬁr:e,é
with Ms. Jaya Varma:
Sinha, Information Com-:
missioner and former:
CRB & CEO, attending !
as the Chief Guest. Sheé r
holds the distinction of.
being the first woman to
lead the Railway Board
in its 118-year history, :
inspiring generations 'I:l-fi
women across the:
railway & infrastructure
sectors. '
Welcoming the Chief Guest and extending his wishes to all women employees, Sh.
Praveen Kumar, MD/DFCCIL, highlighted the growing role of women across the
organization. He noted that more women engineers are now leading Track, TRD, and
S&T projects and are contributing to asset maintenance across the Western and
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridors.

He also shared that DFCCIL's Operation Control Centres, which serve as the nerve
centres of corridor operations, are increasingly staffed by women professionals
who manage heavy-haul train movements with notable precision and expertise.
The event was attended by Sh. Shobhit Bhatnagar, Director/OP & BD;
Sh. Rahul Kapoor, Director/Finance; Sh. Parmod Kumar, CVO, along with other
senior officers of DFCCIL.

RITES Marks International Women's Day with

Interactive Session by Lt. Commander Deepa Singh

Source/RSB- RITES
celebrated International
Women's Day with an
inspiring interactive ses-
sion featuring Lt. Comm-
ander Deepa Singh of the
Indian Navy. During the
session, she shared insi-
ghts from her journey in
service to the nation and
spoke about the impor-
tance of goal-setting, self-
belief, and determination.
The session highlighted her experiences and encouraged participants to pursue their
goals with confidence and perseverance, making the event a meaningful part of the
organisation’s International Women's Day celebrations.

RailTel Celebrates International Women’s Day
with Women Employees Across the Organisation

yare widfrarer offus of3am fdidnes

Source/RCIL- RailTel celebrated International Women's Day with enthusiasm and a
spirit of togetherness, bringing women employees from across the organisation
together to mark the occasion. The celebration was graced by Smt. Vijaya Lakshmi
Kaushik, former Additional Member (Signal), Railway Board, and former
PED/NR/RailTel, who delivered an inspiring address & shared insights from her
journey in the technically demanding field of signalling and telecommunications.
Directors of RailTel also shared words of encouragement during the event,
appreciating the contributions of women employees and reaffirming the organisation’s
commitment to a supportive and inclusive workplace. The celebration included
engaging team-building activities that created a lively and positive atmosphere for
participants.

The event highlighted RailTel's commitment to fostering an environment where
women employees can grow, lead, and inspire within the organisation.

Managing Director, DMRC Honoured with India Water Foundation Leadership Award

IRFC declares second interim dividend for FY 2025-26

Source/DMRC- The Managing Director of the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), Dr. Vikas Kumar,
has been honoured with the prestigious "Leadership
Award” by the India Water Foundation. The award
recognises his outstanding leadership and contri-
butions towards sustainable infrastructure develop-
ment & responsible resource management.

The recognition has been conferred by the India
Water Foundation, an organisation supported by the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), NITI Aayog, and
several Ministries of the Government of India.

Dr. Vikas Kumar has been acknowledged for his
leadership in promoting environmentally respon-
sible practices within urban transport systems.

Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has ﬂ RANWAY
officially declared a second interim dividend of 21.05 CORPORATION

per share for the financial year 2025-26. This move
continues the corporation’s track record of delivering Q
consistent value to its stakeholders. The total dividend

payout amounts to 1,372.19 crore, reflecting the \
organization's steady financial perfformance and its é"’ x
ongoing commitment to shareholder returmns,

With this announcement, the total interim dividend for
FY 202526 stands at ¥2.10 per share, aggregating
T2,744.39 crore, marking a 31% increase over the
previous financial year. As the dedicated financing arm
of the railway ecosystem, IRFC's strong financial

= 1st Interim Dividend:

performance continues to translate into significant 118503 e
returns for the Government of India, its principal ° 2nd Interim Dividend:
shareholder. The total amount received by the Govern- < h161.56 crore

ment from IRFC stands at ¥4,679.23 crore, including * Amount from OF5:
dividends & proceeds from Offer for Sale (OF S). <2,332.64 crore
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EASTERN RAILWAY TO INTRODUCE
ONE NEW DAILY EMU SERVICE
BETWEEN TAHAKESWAH & SEDHAPHIILI

Source/ER- In a proactive move to (g “
L 1. "

enhance passenger comfort and
effectively manage the growing§
volume of daily commuters, Eastern
Railway's Howrah Division has
decided to introduce a new daily EMU |
local service between Tarakeswar and § i
Seoraphuli. This new service is "
scheduled to be operational from
16.03.2026 and will cater to the needs
of the suburban passengers on a daily
basis.

In the Down direction, the Tarakeswar
— Seoraphuli EMU local will leave
Tarakeswar at 10:05 hrs. to reach
Seoraphuli by 10:53 hrs. In the UP
direction, the Seoraphuli— Tarakeswar
local will leave Seoraphuli at 11:04 hrs.
to reach Tarakeswar at 11:50 hrs. To ensure maximum benefit for
commuters across the section, the train will provide stoppages at all
stations enroute. This initiative highlights Eastern Railway's focus on
providing a more spacious and convenient travel experience while
effectively addressing the peak-hour rush across the division.

Indian Railways Approves 3106.29
Crore Project to Strengthen
GCommunication Backbone in
Northern Railway’s Firozpur Division

Source/RSB- Indian Railways has approved the provision of 2x48
Optical Fiber Cables (OFC) on each side of the track for strengthening
the communication backbone over Firozpur Division (945 RKm) of
MNorthern Railway, at a costof 106.29 crore.

The project forms part of the umbrella work for strengthening, repair
and replacement of the communication backbone over Indian
Railways, approved under the Works Programme 2024—25 with a total
cost of ¥4,871 crore under Plan Head (PH)-33. Under this umbrella
project, a sub-umbrella work for Northern Railway was approved at a
cost of 871 crore, under which Northern Railway has proposed the
present work. The project will further strengthen the communication
infrastructure of Indian Railways and enhance the reliability and
efficiency of railway communication systems across the network.

Hyderahad-Kanniyakumari
Special Train Converted into
Regular Weekly Express Service

Source/RSB- Indian Railway has announced the conversion of the
Hyderabad—Kanniyakumari-Hyderabad special train into a regular
weekly express service to enhance passenger convenience. The
Railway Board has approved the conversion of Train No.
07230/07229 into a regular train service that will now operate as Train
No. 17069/17070 Hyderabad—-Kanniyakumari-Hyderabad Weekly
Express.

According to the announcement, Train No. 17069 Hyderabad—
Kanniyakumari Weekly Express will operate every Wednesday
starting from April 1, 2026, while Train No. 17070 Kanniyakumari—
Hyderabad Weekly Express will run every Friday starting from April 3,
2026.

The train will provide improved connectivity between Telangana and
the southernmost region of Tamil Nadu, catering to the travel needs of
passengers across muliiple states. The service will halt at several
important stations en route, including Secunderabad, Guntur, Tirupati,
Madurai, and Nagercoil, ensuring convenient access for passengers
traveling to major religious, commercial, and tourist destinations.

The train will offer multiple travel classes to accommodate different
passenger preferences, including First AC (1AC), Second AC (2AC),
Third AC (3AC), Sleeper Class, and General Class,

Railway officials stated that converting the special train into a regular
weekly service will provide greater travel certainty for passengers and
further strengthen long-distance rail connectivity between Hyderabad
and Kanniyakumari. The move is expected to benefit pilgrims,
tourists, and regular commuters traveling along this important
corridor.

Railway Protection Force, SCR Organized Special
Awareness Programme on Anti-Human Trafficking

Source/RSB-The Railway Protection Force (RPF), T

South Central Railway, Secunderabad organized a
Special Awareness Programme on Anti-Human
Trafficking in collaboration with the National
Commission for Women at Sanchalan Bhavan,
Secunderabad on 12thMarch, 2026.

The programme was graced by several
distinguished dignitaries Smt. Vijaya Rahatkar,
Chairperson, National Commission for Women
(NCW), New Delhi, Ms.Aroma Singh Thakur, 1G-
PCSC/SCR, Shri. Mahesh Bhagwat, Additional
Director General of Police (ADGP), Law & Order,
Telangana, Smt. Ity Pandey, PCCM/SCR, Shri.
Shadan Zeb Khan, DIG-CSC/SCR, Shri. Santhosh
Kumar Verma, DRM/HYB; Shri. A.Sanjeeva Rao,
ADRM, Secunderabad; Shri. Ramawatar Singh, Dy.
Director, NCW, Dr.Sunitha Krishnan, Prajwala, NGO;
and Shri A.Venkateswarlu, State Coordinator,
Association for Voluntary Action (AVA).

During the programme, the dignitaries delivered
insightful addresses highlighting the seriousness of
human trafficking, its impact on society, and the
critical role of railway stakeholders in its prevention
and detection. The resource persons, Shri Mahesh
Bhagwat, ADGP/L&0O/Telangana and Dr. Sunitha
Krishnan, Prajwala, NGO, conducted informative
sessions supported by detailed presentations (PPTs)
and engaged interactively with the participants,
clarifying their queries and sharing practical insights
on identifying and responding to trafficking situations.

The programme witnessed participation of about
250 personnel and stakeholders, including officials
and staff from RPF, GRP, Ticket Checking staff from

Commercial Department, Station Masters and
Pointsman from Operating Department and Railway
Licensed Porters.

Two interactive sessions were conducted during
the programme, one in the forenoon session before
lunch and the other in the afternoon session after
lunch, covering various aspects of anti-human
trafficking awareness, identification of victims, legal
provisions, rescue procedures, and inter-agency
coordination. The State Coordinator, Association for
Voluntary Action, also conducted an activity-cums-
interaction session,

The participants actively participated in both the
sessions and interacted with the resource persons,
making the programme highly engaging and
informative. Vote of Thanks delivered by Shri A.
Naveen Kumar, DSC/RPF/Secunderabad, followed
by the National Anthem.

State-of-the-art 'Executive Waiting Lounge’
inaugurated at Srinagar Railway Station;
passengers {o exnerlence world-class facilities
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Source/RSB- Jammu Division of Northern Railway,
under the direction of Divisional Railway Manager,
Mr. Vivek Kumar, is continuously striving to provide
better services to passengers. In continuation of
these efforts, a state-of-the-art Executive Waiting
Lounge has been inaugurated at Srinagar Railway
Station.

This lounge is now fully functional, offering a new and
premium ‘executive’ experience to passengers

traveling to the Valley. The lounge has been
designed with modern design, comfortable facilities,
and airport-style amenities to ensure passengers
feel comfortable while waiting for their train. Key
amenities include comfortable seating, Wi-Fi, dining
options, and a serene environment.

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Jammu Divi-
sion, Mr. Uchit Singhal, said, "This lounge features
modern furnishings and a serene atmosphere,
offering passengers an 'executive’ experience away
from the hustle and bustle of the station. This
initiative by the Railways will provide world-class
comfort to tourists and local passengers traveling to
and from Kashmir while waiting for their trains.”

The lounge’'s features and rates are as

follows:

® The lounge features 14 recliner sofas, allowing
passengers to relax for a mere ¥50 per hour (per
person).

e For group or family travelers, 50 two-seater sofa
seats are available. The fee is only ¥20 per hour

(per person).

Southern Railway Officials Review Station
Development Works at Kumhakunam & Thamavur

Source/SR=- Shri Vipin Kumar, AGM/Southern
Railway, inspected Kumbakonam Railway Station
on 12 March 2026, where he reviewed the proposed
redevelopment plans for the station. During the visit,
he also assessed the existing passenger amenities
and facilities available at the station.

On the same day, Shri Vipin Kumar also inspected
the ongoing works under the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme (ABSS) at Thanjavur Railway Station to
review the progress of development activities being
carried out as part of the station upgradation project.
Shri Balak Ram Negi, DRM/TPJ, along with Shri K.
Hari Kumar, CPM/GS, and other branch officers
were also present during the inspection and
reviewed the progress of the works and discussed
the implementation of the planned infrastructure
improvements.
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RailTel has signed a MoU with GAIL
(India) Limited to collaborate in key
areas of national digital infrastructure. .

&

GAIL (India) Limit

Source/RCIL- RailTel Corporation of India Limited has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MolU) with GAIL (India) Limited to
collaborate in key areas of national digital infrastructure development.
The agreement aims to leverage the strengths of both Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) to support India's rapidly growing digital
ecosystem.

Under the MoU, the two organisations will jointly explore opportunities
for the mutual utilisation of optical fibre networks, data centres and
edge data centres, while also working towards the expansion of
telecom infrastructure capabilities across the country.

The collaboration is expected to optimise the use of existing
infrastructure and create new opportunities for strengthening high-
speed connectivity and digital services. By combining RailTel's
expertise in telecom and digital services with GAlL's extensive
pipeline and infrastructure network, the partnership aims to enhance
the reach and reliability of digital connectivity in various regions.

WESTERN RAILWAY CROSSES
100 MT FREIGHT LOADING MARK FOR
THE FOURTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Source/WR- Western Railway has achieved a significant milestone
by crossing 100 Million Tonnes (MTs) of originating freight loading on
12th March, 2026 for the financial year 2025-26. With this
achievement, Western Railway has surpassed the 100 MT freight
loading mark for the fourth consecutive year, reaffirming its strong and
consistent performance in freight transportation and its important role
in supporting the nation's logistics network.

According to a press release issued by Chief Public Relations Officer,
Western Railway, Shri Vineet Abhishek, WR has registered
impressive growth in several commaodities during the current financial
year compared to the previous year, Container loading reached 33.66
MTs, registering a growth of over 10%, Fertilizer loading recorded
18.92 MTs, reflecting a significant growth of around 22%. Foodgrain
loading reached 1.00 MT, showing a growth of over 28%, while Iron &
Steel loading stood at 0.69 MTs with a growth of around 24%, while
cement loading was 14.53 MTs with a growth of over 3%. Loading of
other commeodities also performed strongly at 15.94 MTs, registering a
growth of around 10%.

Commodity-wise freight loading during the period April 2025 to 12th
March 2026 includes Coal, Fertilizer, Container, POL, Cement,
Foodgrains, Iron & Steel and other commodities, taking the total
freight loading to 100.02 MTs. During the year, Western Railway also
generated new streams of freight traffic in commodities such as
Industrial Salt, onion, Automobiles etc. from various locations
including Sanosara, Bhimasar, Vartej, Vadodara Marshalling Yard,
Kadi, Gandhidham etc. further strengthening Western Railway's
freight portfolio,

Operation Muskaan-14: Mumbai Railway
Police Rescue 305 Children at Stations

Source/RSB-Railway police in Mumbai have rescued 305 children
from railway stations as part of Operation Muskaan-14, a nationwide
initiative aimed at tracing missing minors and preventing child
trafficking. The operation was carried out over January and February
2026 at several major railway stations in the Mumbai region.
According to officials, the rescued minors included runaway children,
those reported missing by their families, and others suspected of
being vulnerable to exploitation or trafficking. Railway stations often
serve as transit points where such children can be identified, making
them a key focus for the rescue effort. The operation was conducted
by the Government Railway Police (GRP) with assistance from the
Railway Protection Force (RPF) and various non-governmental
organisations working in child protection. Teams carried out
inspections at platforms, waiting areas, trains, and surrounding station
premises to identify children who required assistance. Once rescued,
the children were taken into protective care and presented before the
Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) as required under child protection
laws. Authorities then began procedures to locate their families or
arrange rehabilitation through recognised institutions where
necessary. Officials said initiatives such as Operation Muskaan are
crucial for safeguarding children who may be vulnerable in busy
transportation hubs. Railway police units across the country conduct
such drives periodically to trace missing minors and ensure their safe
return or rehabilitation.

Five New Train Services Launched to Strengthen
Rail Gonnectivity Across Tamil Nadu and Beyond

. Two Amrit Bharat Express, two
. Express trains and one passenger

Source/RSB- In a significant step towards
enhancing rail connectivity between Tamil Nadu and
several parts of the country, five new train services
were launched, marking a major development in
passenger transportation and regional integration.
The newly introduced services include two Amrit
Bharat Express trains, two Express trains and one
passenger service, aimed at improving long-distance
travel, strengthening the western coastal corridor
and enhancing regional mobility within the state.

Amrit Bharat Express Services

Among the services flagged off were two Amrit
Bharat Express trains, designed to offer improved
passenger comfort and modern amenities at
affordable fares. Nagercoil— Charlapalli (Hyderabad)
Amrit Bharat Express connects the southernmost
region of Tamil Nadu with the rapidly expanding IT
and administrative hub of Hyderabad. The service
will benefit students, professionals and pilgrims
travelling between Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana.

Podanur (Coimbatore) — Dhanbad Amrit Bharat
Express establishes a long-distance rail link between
the textile hub of western Tamil Nadu and the mineral
and industrial belt of eastern India, facilitating
movement of workers, traders and students between
the two regions.

service introduced to boost
long-distance travel, coastal
connectivity & regional mobility

.| push-pull locomotive configuration
© ensures better acceleration and a
smoother journey experience,
Mew Express Services Strengthening
Coastal Connectivity
Two new express services were also
launched to strengthen connectivity
. along the western coastal corridor.
Rameswaram — Mangaluru Express
connects the sacred pilgrimage centre of
Rameswaram on the Bay of Bengal with the port city
of Mangaluru on the Arabian Sea. The train will
promote tourism and provide seamless travel across
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka.

Tirunelveli — Mangaluru Express links the southern
district of Tirunelveli with coastal Karnataka while
providing convenient connectivity through key
districts of Kerala. The service will benefit inter-state
commuters, students and passengers travelling for
specialised healthcare.

Strengthening Regional Connectivity in the Delta

Region

To improve regional connectivity within Tamil Nadu,
the Mayiladuthurai — Thiruvarur — Karaikkudi
passenger service was also flagged off. The new
service will greatly benefit daily commuters, students
and traders in the delta districts by providing an
affordable and reliable transport option.

These trains are equipped with modern passenger [

amenities including ergonomic seating, mnbile
charging points and improved safety features. The

WESTERN HAII.WAY EARNS REGORD
31.72 GRORE REVENUE FRI]NI FILM SHOOTING

Source/WR- While consistently striving to increase
the revenue from passengers & freight business,
Western Railway has undertaken several innovative
initiatives to boost non-fare revenue, In this direction,
Western Railway has created a new benchmark in
revenue generation through film shooting during the
year 2025-26. During this period up to 15th February,
2026 Western Railway earned highest ever revenue
of around %1.72 crore from film shootings, which is
almost 25% more than previous year. The previous
best performance were during 2022-23, when
Western Railway earned approximately Z1.64 crore
from film shooting, reflecting steady growth in this
segment and placing Western Railway among the
leading railway zones in the country in generating
such revenue.

According to a press release issued by Chief Public
Relations Officer, Western Railway, Shri Vineet
Abhishek, various stations, trains and railway
premises under Western Railway are made available
for shooting of films, television serials, web series
and advertisement films. Shooting permissions are
granted from time to time for Mail/Express trains as
well as suburban local trains. In addition, railway
stations, platforms, yards and other railway premises
are also made available for shooting, providing
filmmakers with realistic and vibrant locations.

Western Railway has simplified and streamlined the
process of granting shooting permissions, enabling
production houses and filmnmakers to obtain
necessary approvals in a time-bound manner. Now
through a single window system, the production
houses have to submit application for shooting and
every other railway clearance is managed by PR
Department and permission is issued. At the same
time, utmost priority is given to safety, operational
requirements and passenger convenience while
conducting such shooting activities.
It is noteworthy that for the first time, film shooting
inside India's most modern

and premium train, Vande
Bharat, was permitted by
Western Railway. This achi-
evement provided the film
industry an opportunity to utili-
ze world-class railway infra-
structure and highlighted the
progressive and innovative
approach of Western Railway.
Some of the films shot on
Western Railway locations
include — O Romeo, Fateh,
Tera Yaar Hoon Main, Sik-
andar and Advertisement such
as Lizol, Pay TM, Colgate and
many more.
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Future on Track

Powering India’s Railway Future:
IRFC, Your Trusted Financial Partner

IRFC: Financing the Future of India’s Railways

Leasing of S
Explore our diversified lending ggglgi% |S|:Eﬁfégigd " Railway __
opbortunities Infrastructure
PP Wagons via State JVs
& Dedicated

Freight
| Corridors

As a Navratna PSU, Indian
Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC) is transforming the railway
centric infrastructure landscape ..
by expanding its financing High-Speed
. portfolio beyond Indian Railways. ' Rail and Metro
Rail Corridors

Qg ot Multi-Modal
| A Devel opment Logistics Parks
We now partner with central/state for seamless

governments & quasi-government _ connectivity

organizations, CPSEs, State JVs &
SPVs to fund novel projects with
backward & forward linkages to
. Indian Railways.

Renewable
Energy for
sustainable
railway networks

Public-Private
Partnerships &
project

refinancing in
Railways

With a whole-of-government approach, IRFC is your strategic partner
for building world-class infrastructure. Join us in shaping India’s
railway ecosystem.

Indian Railway Finance Corporation Limited
UG-Floor, East Tower, NBCC Place, Bhisham Pitamah Marg, Lodhi Rd, Pragati Vihar,
New Delhi - 110003
Tel. No. 011-24361480 | Email info@irfc.co.in | www.irfc.co.in
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